Amherst Street Elementary School

September/October 2009 Newsletter

From t he Pri nc

| hope that the school year has gotten off to a great
start for your family. On behalf of the entire staff at
Ambherst Street Elementary School, | would like to
welcome you to another exciting, educational year. | am
looking forward to the educational opportunities your
child will experience this year. It is a privilege to work
with your child as each of our staff members look for-
ward to getting to know them better as the year pro-
gresses. Our bimonthly newsletter is an important com-
munication tool to get information from school to your
home. Please take time to read it every other month
and note the activities taking place in our school.

It was encouraging to see so many families at Open
House. We had a good turnout and | would like to thank
you for coming out to meet our staff. While at Open
House, | hope you had an opportunity to notice the
changes made to our school. We had a walkway added
to access our swing for our children thanks to the Con-
way Rink Commission. | am very proud of our facilities!
Our custodial staff did an excellent job of taking care

of our school.

Here at Amherst Street Elementary School, teachers
provide quality, appropriate and rigorously challenging
instruction to students by planning focused lessons
using the New Hampshire State Standards and Grade
Level Expectations. Our learning environment is pro-
ductive and safe for children. We have the Positive
Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS) System
in place at Amherst Street School. PBIS is our school
wide discipline program with the emphasis on school
wide systems of support that include proactive strate-
gies for defining, teaching, and supporting appropriate
student behaviors to create a positive school environ-
ment.

The success of your <chi
partnership with the parents and the school working
toget her . We are alll her e
est.

This month parents, | would like to suggest a book for

you to read. The book is written by M. Borba and the

titte is Parents Do Make a Difference _ (Josey -Bass, San
Francisco, 1999). Here is a way to put your praise in
writing mentioned in the book.

Pillow Gram: Leave
pillow telling her how much you loved her
drawings.

Post-It anywhere. Put a note on her desk tell-

ing her how organized you think she is. Be
specific about what you like.

Amher st Street ds El ement ar
foster good citizenship in a safe, respectful and sup-
portive school environment. Together, we build strong
minds, healthy bodies and productive members of our
community.

| look forward to a successful learning journey filled
with exciting times ahead with your child or children
during this school year. Please call me, e -mail me, or
stop by anytime to see me.

Yours in education,

Pat Snow
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New Faces at Amherst Street

Michael Mahoney -Assistant Principal (1 day a week)
Katie Scurrah-Grade 3 teacher
Tammy Conroy-Secretary
Jane Drew- Secretary
Nancy BozekSecond Grade Teacher
Frank lovieno-Music
Susan NicholsMusic
Shane HowardPhysical Education
Karon Dirubbo-Cook
Joan Storey-Paraprofessional
Dimple Master-Paraprofessional
Subbu SundaramParaprofessionals
New Roles
Carolyn Duquette-IC/Data Facilitator
Donna Lee ShawKilbury-Title 1 Math
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Early Releases are sched-
uled throughout the school
year for teacher in - service.
Our next Early Release is
scheduled for Oct. 21st.
Kindergarten students dis-
miss at 12:25 and Grades 1
-5 students dismiss at
12:35.

Dates to Remember

September 30 -Picture Day

October 12 -Columbus Day -
No School

October 21 st-Early Release

Arrival and Dismissal Reminders

Students should arrive at school (walking, by bike, or by car)
between 7:30 and 8:05 AM. No student should arrive earlier

than 7:30 AM as there is no adult supervision. Car drop off
should be along the sidewalk. Students should exit auto  -mobiles
on the curbside only and must proceed to the main entrance

area. Bike students must wear helmets and must walk their bike

on school grounds. They should immediately lock up their bikes

in the bike rack and proceed to playground or cafeteria for
breakfast. Walkers must cross with the crossing guard and must

usg gidewalks atalltimegi e pends

Important Reminders

@studentgnfoinatib® Shedise &riformatioh enrthe
Student Information Sheet is essential. The school
must be able to reach you by phone should an emer-
gency occur. Be sure to make arrangements with a
neighbor or relative who would be available in case of an
emergency dismissal. Please review, make changes and return
this form as soon as possible.

Hot Lunch and Milk Collection &Procedures for collecting

on a

el
i

me sighehtrd nilklenyelopes and grices drdexplained in the

handouts you will receive. There will also be an application

for Free and Reduced priced meals. New applications must be

completed each year and should be completed as soon as pos-

sible. The cost for lunch is $2.00 per day. Breakfast is avail-
able for all students from 7:30 -7:55 for $1.00.
Important Reminder &Please remember that there

b/ h qsbsBigtely b 8MAKING on'séhoollgunds. State
Law prohibits anyone from smoking while on school
grounds. We appreciate your cooperation.

For Your ChiYdwrs &Shifledys absences

We have an answering machine on our phone line from 3:15 PM to
7:15AM. If your child is going to be absent, please give us a call. If
we do not hear from you, you will receive a call from Alertnow, an
auto-mated messaging system. This system calls your home phone

so itdés very important to call vyo
sages. Remember this is for your
Afterschool procedures & Written notes []Ul]ﬂ[]ﬂ[]@
If your child will be deviating from their normal after ?g(’j‘;e

y

school procedure please send a note to the teacher
that morning. We need a written note rather than a
phone call to in -sure that we are keeping your child
safe by following your family plans. Thank you!

»



" BeA
Safe,Responsible
Respectful You!

District News

The District has a link called eNews that publishes student and staff achieve-
ments and District news. Just click on the link below to sign up for it.
http://www.nashua.edu/events/EnewsReq.asp?type=super
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October (1 -22) will be The New England Common Assessment Program , or NECAP, testing will be adminis-
tered to all 3 rd, 4th, and 5th grade students. This is a tri -state collaborative which will focus on spe-
cific skills our children acquired during their last year of school. Please see the parent letter and school sched-

ule on our website. Also, please understand that this is a very important assessment which reflects our school. If you can
schedule appointments around this time, it would be great. Thank you in advance for your help.

you to all the families that have sent in tissues, band-aids and ex-

. . . tra clothes. The children are settling into their routines and we

It was a pleasure to see all the families at Open House Night. If you did  are working on many reading and math skills through games.
not sign up for the parent conference in November, please be sure to call Play is the work of children and we are playing all day but each
and schedule a date and time. The beginning of the year is the time to  ©f the games has an academic goal. Please remember to send

establish classroom and homework routines. Homework is now being ﬁgzgfnk::g ‘(’:V(')tgl a sweater or jacket everyday as the days are

sent home. Remember to check youUf 6 Rdl i RisterddrRimeath Mfs. Kronh @Mrsdedulie vV €
night for homework and notices that are sent home. A good routine to

establish is to put the homework in the folder as soon as it is done and
then put the folder in the backpack right away. This helps make the
I ing to t t by 26

mornings easier. | n math we are ally, coun
We have established calendar routines and will soon be learning how to _
tell time. During reading, we have reviewed our consonant and short We have had a great start to the third grade year!

vowel sounds and some sight words. Please read with your child each Thanks to all the parents who were able to come to
Open House. It was a pleasure to meet you all. If

night. This gives you some nice quigt time to spend with ypur child, in- families were not able to attend please sign up for a
creases their vocabulary and also reinforces skills learned in school. November conference. You can also contact us at

Each of the classrooms has a Monarch cater- any time with questions or con-

pillar. This is a great way to learn about life cerns you may have. You are

cycles and metamorphosis. The butterflies will our valuable partners in your

be released when they come out of the childoés education
chrysalises. Please remember to dress your eIXCItm%I are?s of learning

ch?ld in layers. Thg mornings are gettir?g. graenrgzd'irl]g ;g?igzgvsigrt;’ewe

chilly. We go outside everyday unless it is

following theme: How do
rainy. Mrs. Charbonneau, Mrs. Oden & Mrs. friends and family help us
Guidoboni

SECONDIGRADENENS

out about numbers all around
us. Please help your child read
and practice math facts every
day. We will also be learning
about Native Americans this

We welcome Mrs. Bozek to the second grade fall. We look forward to a won-

team. We are very busy getting to know one an- derful trip to the Boston Mu-

other as well as the school routine. We are asking

parents to please check ove

each evening and sign the book. Parent and

school communication is an important part of the

child being successful. Please make sure your

Eor ktseu_m o_f Science. Our NECAP
esting is from October 7-9.
Please help your child to get
plenty of rest and good nutri-

child reads for 15 minutes each evening. We look tion. Thank you again for being
forward to our first field trip to Parlee Farms where such caring and supportive
we will be observing the signs of fall, learning about third grade families!

the fruits which are grown on the farm as well as picking apples and pumpkins. Be
sure to ask your child about this great trip. We look forward to meeting with you in Novem- ﬁﬂﬁ?ﬁ @@E ME%
ber.

Dear Grade 5 Families,
Our year in fifth grade with your child is off to a good
start. We are establishing organizational routines,

which will help your child succeed, and which will also
maximize the time we have for learning. The students
are making progress. Homework is assigned every day

Monday through Thursday and occasionally on Fri-

Welcome to our fabulous fourth graders and their families! We have had a great day. If you did not get an opportunity to sign up for a
beginning to our year. In our Scott Foresman Reading Program, we are working parent-teacher conference, please contact the office at
on Unit 1, FOCUS ON THE FAMILY, whi ch asks the quest i o®%4A3fh lhyoaee unalde tomake the days that are
our talents, abiUniliioerEvesyday MathP@gamssNAM- scheduled, we can arrange a time that is good for you.
ING AND CONSTRUCTING GEOMETRIC FIGURES. We are also focusing on Our email is silvermb@nashua.edu and pow-

err@nashua.edu.Standardized testing will begin for
fifth graders on October 1. This will be a week long
ess. Please make sure that your child is rested,
rglax@,larédée dy to do their best. Testing will be on
material learned in fourth grade, and the content will be
mathematics, reading and writing. Please contact us if
you have any questions or concerns. We look forward
in working with you and your child this year!
Sincerely, Mr. Power and Mr. Silverman

reviewing addition and subtraction facts before moving on to multiplication and

division. The students are working hard to remember to be Safe, Respectful, and
Responsible. It was nice to see so many families at Open House. Don 6t f or
that the NECAP testing will be coming up soon in October. A good ni ght &
and a good breakfast will help your student to do his or her best. Thank you for

your support as we work together to make this a successful year for all of our

fourth graders!


mailto:silvermb@nashua.edu
mailto:powerr@nashua.edu
mailto:powerr@nashua.edu
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Reflection Room News!This
month in the Reflection Room We have
reviewed our school wide Behavior Ma-
trix with each classroom. A copy of our
Behavior Matrix was sent home for stu-

ﬁ 00 @[/T/ﬁ Eflﬁ]@ m@]f @@ dents to share with their families

also.

Mrs. Ledoux
= It is important that we have current contact information to reach you

o N ~\\ in case your child is sick. Please notify the office if you have a
(?‘9 @ @ \ change of phone number, etc.
“)| Stay healthy by encouraging your child to do frequent hand wash-
ing. Make sure to get a flu shot. Keep fingers away from mouth.
Keep fingernails short. Remember to cover your cough or sneeze
using your forearm not hand If your child has a fever, they must wait
24 hours AFTER the fever has gone to return to school. Please let the school nurse or
secretary know if your child has a fever of over 100. Need health insurance for your
children? Contact Healthy Kids via email @nhhealthykids.com , call (toll free) 1-877-
464-2447 or contact Nurse Pat or Nurse Mary. Prescription medications (including anti-
biotics) need a doctords order and a hold harmless agreement
medication will be given without this paperwork in place. If medication is to be taken at
home and school, please ask the pharmacist for a separate bottle for school use. The
school does not stock medication. If you feel your child may need over the counter
medication the medication must be brought in and given directly to the nurse. Medica-
tion should be in the original container.
Grade 5 students will need to have a second Varicella (chicken pox) immunization be-

ILilorary Weclhe Cormer

Library classes got off to a good start by discussing our summer reading, and sharing book suggestions with
peers. The younger grades reviewed book care. We are beginning to read and discuss the Ladybug Award-
nominated books in Grades 1 and 2. Older grades are working on library skills such as searching the comput-
erized card catalog, and using an atlas. We are eagerly anticipating our Fall Book Fair in October. Parent
volunteers are welcome!

Mrs. Ullrich, Librarian

I (P10 e S s

Welcome back! It was wonderful to see youganization welcomes anyone who is il will be put into the Student Assistance Fund,
all at Open House. We had a successful &sted in joining. We meet for approxima which helps provide some of our students with
cream social thanks to Hershey's Ice Creamhour each month. Our next meeting v necessities that they wouldn't otherwise be able
who donated 12 gallons of ice cream. | Ido& announced. We hope to see some m to aquire.
forward to seeing all of you again for our new faces! If you are interested in becor The annual cross country meet will be held at
October family night which will be held dwimgmber of the PTO or you have any ¢ Nashua North this year on the morning of Sat-
the fall bookfair. The Nashua Public Librdigns, please contact us, whether you ar urday, October 17th. Come cheer on your Am-
librarian will be paying a visit on Thursdagble to attend these meetings or not. If y herst St. team!
night, October 22nd frertDBpm. Cookies would like to be added to the P e As always, the PTO has Amherst St School
and milk will be served. list, contacteborah_wall@myfairpoint.nei tee shirts for sale for $3.25, just send in an
Thank you to those of you who participat®de are now recruiting volunteers to hel order with your student with the money and size
in our fall fundraiser. All of these earningsvith our annual Holiday Happenings eve marked on the envelope.
are used for field trips, folders for the stu-This day will be held on Saturday, Decel We are also collecting pennies for our annual
dents, playground upkeep, family nights, Bihdrom 9:00attDOpm. We need volun- ipower of a pennyodo cam
assemblies, among other things. teers to help plan, organize and work the¢ in the office and donations will be made to vari-
Please remember to fill out and send in tig¢he event. To those of you who are ne ous noiprofit organizations in the area.
volunteer assurance forms that will be going school, this event is a Saturday of fu Studies show that when parents get involved
home with your students shortly. Field tripvhich the children are able to purchase with their children's education, student success
chaperones should fill these out as well. giftwrap inexpensive gifts for family and rates greatly increase.
These forms are necessary to keep our friends. There will be raffles, food, crafts Deborah Wall,
school safe. a special visit from someone who reside your PTO president
The Amherst St. School Paesxther the North Pole! All proceeds from the ral



mailto:deborah_wall@myfairpoint.net

