
Nashua School District 

Summer Reading List 2009 

Grades 4-5 

The following is a list of suggested quality titles for summer reading. Feel free to read anything 

else that interests you!  

The Aurora County All-Stars by Deborah Wiles  

Twelve-year-old House Jackson, team captain and star pitcher of the Aurora County All-Stars, is 

finally ready to play again after being sidelined for a year with a broken elbow, but a standoff 

ensues when the team's big game is scheduled for the same day as Aurora County's two-

hundredth anniversary pageant--an event directed by the very girl who caused Jackson's injury. 

The Bearwalker by Joseph Bruchac 

Although he is the littlest student in his class, thirteen-year-old Baron Braun calls upon the 

strength and wisdom of his Mohawk ancestors to face both man and beast when he tries to get 

help for his classmates, who are being terrorized during a school field trip in the Adirondacks.  

Emmy and the Incredible Shrinking Rat by Lynn Jonell 

When Emmy discovers that she and her formerly loving parents are being drugged by their evil 

nanny with rodent potions that can change people in frightening ways, she and some new friends 

must try everything possible to return things to normal. 

Eoin Colfer’s Legend of the Worst Boy in the World and other books by Eoin Colfer  

Will Woodman has a hard time getting anyone in his family to listen to him, so he turns to his 

grandfather, who, it turns out, has more terrible sob stories than Will. 

Found by Margaret Peterson Haddix 

When thirteen-year-olds Jonah and Chip, who are both adopted, learn they were discovered on a 

plane that appeared out of nowhere, full of babies with no adults on board, they realize that they 

have uncovered a mystery involving time travel and two opposing forces, each trying to repair 

the fabric of time. 

The Graveyard Book by Neil Gaiman 

The orphan Bod, short for Nobody, is taken in by the inhabitants of a graveyard as a child of 

eighteen months and raised lovingly and carefully to the age of eighteen years by the community 

of ghosts and otherworldly creatures. 



Igraine the Brave by Cornelia Funke 

The daughter of two magicians, twelve-year-old Igraine wants nothing more than to be a knight; 

and when their castle is attacked by a treacherous neighbor bent on stealing their singing magic 

books, Igraine has an opportunity to demonstrate her bravery. 

The Invention of Hugo Cabret by Brian Selznick 

When twelve-year-old Hugo, an orphan living and repairing clocks within the walls of a Paris 

train station in 1931, meets a mysterious toy seller and his goddaughter, his undercover life and 

his biggest secret are jeopardized. 

  

The Lemonade War by Jacqueline Davies 

Evan and his younger sister, Jesse, react very differently to the news that they will be in the same 

class for fourth grade and as the end of summer approaches, they battle it out through lemonade 

stands, each trying to be the first to earn 100 dollars. Includes mathematical calculations and tips 

for running a successful lemonade stand. 

Lost and Found and other books by Andrew Clements  

Twin brothers Jay and Ray Grayson learn about friendship, honesty, and themselves after taking 

advantage of a clerical oversight in which their new school thinks there is only one Grayson boy. 

Mr. Chickee’s Messy Mission and other books by Christopher Paul Curtis 

Flint Future Detective Club members Steven Carter and his friends Russell and Richelle follow 

Russell's dog, Rodney Rodent, into a mural to chase a demonic-looking gnome, only to find the 

mysterious Mr. Chickee on the other side. 

Physik and other books by Angie Sage  

Pulled through a glass that brings him back in time, Septimus Heap becomes the apprentice of an 

alchemist.  

Savvy by Ingrid Law 

Recounts the adventures of Mibs Beaumont, whose thirteenth birthday has revealed her "savvy"-

-a magical power unique to each member of her family--just as her father is injured in a terrible 

accident. 

Scat by Carl Hiaasen 



Nick and Marta are both suspicious when their biology teacher, the feared Mrs. Bunny Starch, 

disappears, and try to uncover the truth despite the police and headmaster's insistence that 

nothing is wrong. 

Schooled and other books by Gordon Korman Cap lives in isolation with his grandmother, a 

former hippie; but when she falls from a tree and breaks her hip, Cap is sent to a foster home 

where he has his first experience in a public school. 

Summer School! : What Genius Thought That Up? and other books by Henry Winkler 

Stuck in summer school while his friends enjoy a "Passport to Hawaii," Hank needs to earn an A 

on an oral report about Einstein in order to participate in Magik 3's talent show act at the luau 

extravaganza. 

The Titan’s Curse and other books by Rick Riordan  

The disappearance of the goddess Artemis while out hunting a rare, ancient monster, prompts a 

group of her followers to join Percy and his friends in an attempt to find and rescue her before 

the winter solstice, when her influence is needed to sway the Olympian Council regarding the 

war with the Titans.  

The White Giraffe by Lauren St. John 

After a fire kills her parents, eleven-year-old Martine must leave England to live with her 

grandmother on a wildlife game reserve in South Africa, where she befriends a mythical white 

giraffe 

Virus on Orbis I by PJ Haarsma 

After being orphaned on the seed ship "Renaissance", thirteen-year-old Johnny Turnbull and his 

sister, Ketheria, are forced to work on the Rings of Orbis, where Johnny learns he is the first 

human Softwire, with a gift to enter any computer via his mind. 

Note: All annotations taken from Follett’s Titlewave listings. 

 


