Broad Street
Elementary School
Newsletter

Dates to Remember
for August/September

* 8/29-9/1fi No School

* 20 Instrumental Demo
8:45f Gymi Gds. 4 &5

* 80 1st day of Preschool

* 80 Box Tops contest runs
through 10/03

* 10f PTO meeting
6:45pm in Staff Lounge

* 100Ki ds &
cafe 6:30-8:00 pm

Bi ngo

* 150 Raffle/game tickets
go on sale for Fall Festi-
val through 10/3

* 100 All Play Pals begin

* 17f Early Release
Dismissal: 12:45 pm

* 17A School Open House
(see letter that went
home on 1st day)

* 25-Dino-Man Science
sponsored by our PTO
9:00 amd Gds. K-5 gym

* 250 Volunteer Orienta-
tion Dinner i Caf & Me-
dia Center 6:30 -8:00 pm

* 300 Special meeting for
Fall Festival 6:30 pm in
PTO room
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Christine Breen, Principal
Scott Jaquith, Asst. Principal

Message from our
Principal

It is hard to believe the
new school year is upon
us. There are many new
faces at Broad Street this
year. Not one wing looks
as it did last year with
many new staff filling re-
tirements and/or seasoned
teachers taking upon new
educational endeavors in
the building. Make sure to
check our website to get a
complete update on our
new Broad Street Commu-
nity members.

With pleasure | introduce
Scott Jaquith, our new
Assistant Principal.  Mr.
Jaquith has been a district
employee for the past six
years, working as a guid-
ance counselor at the ele-
Méntf tievdl Bind secon-
dary level, as well, as an
English Language Learner
Coordinator at the high
school level. Scott will be
assuming all administra-
tive roles at Broad Street.
He will be at Broad Street
on Wednesdays, Fridays,
and every other Monday,
serving as Assistant Princi-
pal at Mount Pleasant as
well. He is very eager to
work with students and
families of Broad Street.

Much of the success and
student growth at Broad
Street can be attributed to
the high level of family
support given by parents.
Why is parental involve-
ment so important?

In study after study, re-
searchers discover how
important it is for parents
to be actively involved in
their child's education.
Here are some of the find-
ings of major research into
parental involvement:
When parents are involved
in their children's educa-
tion at home, they do bet-
ter in school. And when
parents are involved in

school, children go farther

in schoold and the
schools they go to are bet-
ter.

The family makes critical

contributions to student

achievement from pre-

school through high
school. A home environ-
ment that encourages
learning is more important

to student achievement
than income, education

level or cultural back-

ground.

Reading achievement is
more dependent on learn-
ing activities in the home

than is math or science.
Reading aloud to children
is the most important ac-

tivity that parents can do

to increase their child's
chance of reading success.
Talking to children about

books and stories read to
them also supports reading
achievement.

When children and parents
talk regularly about

school, children perform

better academically.

Three kinds of parental
involvement at home are
consistently associated
with higher student

achievement: actively or-

ganizing and monitoring a
child's time, helping with

homework and discussing
school matters.

The earlier that parent

involvement begins in a
child's educational proc-
ess, the more powerful the

effects.

Positive results of parental
involvement include im-

proved student achieve-

ment, reduced absentee-
ism, improved behavior,
and restored confidence

among parents in their
children's schooling.

How Can Parents Get In-
volved?

Involvement in your child's
education can mean:
Reading to your child

Checking homework every
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night

Discussing your children's
progress with teachers
Voting in school board
elections

Helping your school to set
challenging academic stan-
dards

Limiting TV viewing on
school nights

Becoming an advocate for
better education in your
community and state.

Or, it can be as simple as
asking your children, "How
was school today?" But ask
every day. That will send
your children the clear
message that their school-
work is important to you
and you expect them to
learn.

Some parents and families
are able to be involved in
their child's education in
many ways. Others may
only have time for one or
two activities. Whatever
your level of involvement,
do it consistently and stick
with it because you will
make an important differ-
ence in your child's life.
(National Education Asso-
ciation)

We are looking forward to
the upcoming school year
and welcome the new
families to the Broad
Street School Community.

Parent Handbooks
The Nashua School
trictds el
handbook contains a
wealth of information
about our schools in such
areas as health, discipline,
transportation, atten-
dance, and the school cal-
endar. The handbook is
available on the School
Districtos
www.nashua.edu  (which
also has a link to the Broad
St. website. The Broad St.
website is full of useful
info). Please familiarize
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yourself with the contents of the stu-
dent handbook. You may also want
to contact Mrs. Breen if you have
specific questions regarding Broad
Street. Hard copies of the Student
Handbook will also be available upon
request. A tear -off letter will be
sent home for you to indicate if you
prefer to view this online or in a hard

copy.

Arrival and Dismissal Reminders
Students should arrive at school
(walking, by bike, or by car) between
8:05 and 8:15 AM. No student should
arrive earlier than 8:05 AM unless
they are participating in the Break-
fast Program as there is no adult su-
pervision. Car drop off should be
along the circle and hill sidewalk.
Students should exit automobiles on
the curbside only and must proceed
to the roofed entrance area. After
8:15 students must be dropped off at
the corner and walk up to school due
to the fact that Kindergarten stu-
dents will be arriving. Bike students
must wear helmets and must walk
their bike on school grounds. They
should immediately lock up their
bikes in the bike rack and proceed to
the roofed entrance. Walkers must
cross with the crossing guard and
must use sidewalks at all times.
They must not cut across the grass or
step in the street for any reason.

Car pickups are allowed only be-
tween 2:50 and 2:55 PM. Cars may
not enter the school parking lot until
2:40. Any cars arriving earlier than
2:40 should wait on one of the side
streets.

Important Reminders

Student Information Sheets & Infor-
mation on the Student Information
Sheet is essential. The school must
be able to reach you by phone should
an emergency occur. Be sure to
make arrangements with a neighbor
or relative who would be available in
case of an emergency dismissal.
Please review, make changes and
return this form by September 8.

Hot Lunch and Milk Collection & Pro-
cedures for collecting lunch and milk
envelopes and prices are explained in
the handouts you will receive. There
will also be an application for Free
and Reduced priced meals. New ap-
plications must be completed each
year and should be completed as
soon as possible. The cost for lunch
is $2.00 per day. Breakfast is avail-
able for all students from 7:30 -8:05

for $1.00.
Important Reminder o Please remem-

ber that there is absolutely NO
SMOKING on school grounds.

Law prohibits anyone from smoking
while on school grounds. We appre-
ciate your cooperation in regard to
this matter.

For Your Chil d®éo
Your childés absen
We have an answering machine on
our phone line from 3:30 PM to
7:30AM. If your child is going to be
absent, please give us a call. If we
do not hear from you, you will re-
ceive a call from ParentLink, an
automated messaging system. This
system calls your
very important to call your child in or
check your home messages. Remem-

ber this is for yo
Afterschool procedures & Written
notes

If your child will be deviating from

their normal after school procedure
please send a note to the teacher
that morning. We need a written
note rather than a phone call to in-

sure that we are keeping your child
safe by following your family plans.
Thank you!

Early Release Information

Early Release for the month of Sep-
tember is scheduled for Wednesday,
Sept. 17, 2008. Dismissal will take
place at 12:45 PM. Please make ar-
rangements to have your children
picked up promptly. Morning kinder-
garten will attend class on this day.
PM Kindergarten class will not at-
tend. There will be no afternoon

preschool/play pals on this day.

Band News

Band lessons for students in their
second year of band will begin the

week of September 8". Lesson
schedules will be going home with
students the first week of school.

Full band rehearsals will be on Thurs-
days (during the school day) and will
begin on September 25".

Students that are in the 4 ™ or 5
grade that would like to begin play-

ing an instrument in our band will be

receiving information packets soon!
Lessons for these students will begin
the week of September 22,

PTO News
Parents are the most powerful peo-
ple on earth. We hold the next gen-
eration of leaders in our arms. We
tuck our future presidents into bed
at night and make sure the corporate

State moguls clean their rooms and eat
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their vegetables. Without us, chil-

dren grow up hungry and angry.
Without us, children feel lost and

frightened. Without us, there is

chaos and everyone suffers.

What do we need?

We need parents who care. We need
parents who want every advantage
for their children. We need parents

who will help out during fund -raising
events, even if i

year!

Four Hours a Year?

We know time is the most precious
thing a parent can give. The bigger

the volunteer pool, the less we each s

have to do as individuals. You can do

more i f you want

We want to count on ALL of our
parents!

Nashua has been twice voted the
best place to I|ive

not forget, parents, we are the rea-
son Nashua is so great! It is our abili-
ties, our generosity, our kindness and
strength that empowers us and im-
presses others. We DO want you!

So consider thisté
When you were in grade school, did
you belong to the cross-country
team? Did you see magic shows in
school? Did you have playground
equipment and a school store? Your
children have all this and more be-
cause of parents just like you!
Letds make sure
be OLuckyo!

meeting on Wednesday, September
10th at 6:45pm.

GET IN THE KNOWJOIN THE PTO!
The Broad St. PTO Executive Board
www.broadstpto.org
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