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Snowflakes 
By: Shannon Sawyer 

As morning came, a golden light did not come 
Only a sheet of white lay above 

Little puffs of white danced in the sky of snow 
They danced and twirled as the wind blew them softly 

Always seeming just out of reach 
Children try to grab them as they pull away from hands 

A sheet of snow lay on the ground  
with all the little snowflakes 

As darkness falls and the lights come on  
they shimmer and shine 

Like little crystals  
their beauty is only compared to a diamond 

The next morning no snowflakes danced in the sky 
No playful dancing and teasing  
from the little white beauties 

A golden light shone but the sheet of snow  
still lay on the ground 

It shimmered with a light and beauty  
that only a few understood 

The snowflakes will come again. 

 

 

The Real Story Behind  

Figure Skating 

By Mia Eisenhandler 
  
     As the holidays approach, the joy in everything 
seems to become more noticeable. The stores 
begin to crowd, people hang luminous strings of 
lights on their houses, and many pleasurable 
activities known to most people as winter activities 
suddenly become much more popular. If you 
consider figure skating as just a winter sport, then 
you have been terribly misled. Some serious 
figure skaters go to great lengths to become 
champions. 

 
     For instance, the Junior National 
Championships (of figure skating) recently 
passed. This yearôs girls champion was a little 
nine year old from Texas. Nine is an unbelievably 
young age for a skater at such an advance level. 
She did not become a junior national champion by 
skating one season a year. All of the competitors 
at this competition skate all year round, an 
absolute minimum of five days per a week, and an 
average of three hours per every time she or he 
skates. Along with on ice training, a well-rounded 
skater does off ice training, which usually consists 
of cross training, ballet, and yoga. 

 
     There are some figure skaters that are home-
schooled. These parents basically devote part of 
their life to teaching the skater academics, and 
the other part dragging the skater to an ice rink 
and waiting for an average of four hours (because 
there is more available ice time during the day) 
until the skater is finished. Home-schooling is not 
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the only option to maximize a skaterôs training. 
You can also go to public school and make 
special arrangements with teachers and principals 
to change your schedule to accommodate 
skating. 
 
     It doesnôt make any sense to spend endless 
hours training for nothing, does it? There must be 
some kind of goal prior to all of this hard work. 
These goals are called winning competitions. 
Along with training, competition is a year round 
thing. Competitions can be local, but at the higher 
levels of skating they can take place anywhere in 
the country, and sometimes half way around the 
world! Some parents get extremely worked up 
over competitions. This can result in precarious 
situations in which the skater cannot handle the 
tension between his or her parents, and the 
skaterôs career ends up coming to an end, or in 
other words, the skater suddenly quits. At the end 
of the day, the trip to the podium is worth all the 
training.  
 
     Between all of the spectacular costumes, the 
custom fitted skates, the coaching and ice time, 
and all the other incidental costs, this sport is 
quite costly. At a certain point, the sport can 
become so expensive, that the skater is forced to 
stop because of the financial constraints it puts on 
the family. Competitive figure skating is not a 
sport where one morning you wake up and say 
ñHey, today Iôm going to become a competitive 
figure skater.ò There are basic skills competitions 
for the recreational crowd. Flights (groups of 
skaters) are usually comprised of two to five 
skaters and everybody receives a medal or 
trophy. And of course, there are always the pond 
and lake skaters. 
 
     It is wonderful to watch figure skaters perform 
in exhibitions and competitions, but some people 
donôt realize how much effort these athletes and 
their families put into this sport, and how many 
sacrifices are made. Whether it is winter, spring, 
summer, or fall, there will always be figure skaters 
around the world training for the next milestone in 
their quest to be the best.  

                               

A Big Change  
By Moriah Vignola  

 

Switching from Elementary School to 

Middle School was a HUGE change. 
 

 I am a sixth grader, so middle school is 

new to me. There are a lot of changes. Last year I 

was extremely unorganized, I had papers 

randomly scattered in my desk, which was a mess. 

This year I absolutely HAVE to be organized 

since Iôm moving from class to class.  
 

 I went from having one teacher and one 

classroom to having three teachers and three 

classrooms. This was extremely hard since I have 

to remember a lot more. Like homework 

assignments. Last year I usually didnôt write in my 

planner because we normally only had one or two 

pages for homeworké this year I ALWAYS use 

my planner since we normally have more than 

four.  
 

 At the end of last year I was really excited 

for middle school, but I was also sad because I 

would be leaving the school I was in for four 

years. Within the first week of sixth grade I 

realized that middle school wasnôt much different 

from elementary school. Yeah, having more than 

one classroom was differenté but the middle 

school is still a school, and it still has teachers and 

kids in it.  
 

 Last year I was excited because I had a lot 

more opportunities as a fifth grader, because we 

were the oldest, but now I am one of the youngest 

kids being a sixth grader. Now, just like the 

younger kids at the elementary school, Iôm not 

allowed to do certain things that the seventh and 

eighth graders can do.  
 

 Overall, the middle school isnôt so bad 

once you get used to it, even when youôre in the 

youngest grade. Even though when you first come 

to the middle school it seems big, but after the first 

week it seems to shrink.  
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November Elections  

By Nathan Utterback  

 
In November, students got a day off from 

school for Election Day. But who won? Mostly the 
winners were Democrats. For the seat of governor, the 
incumbent, John Lynch, won against Jim Coburn with 
almost three-quarters of the votes. Jim Coburn got only 
23% of the votes with the Libertarian candidate, 
Richard Kahn, taking the remaining 3%. Carol Shea-
Porter took the Senate seat from Jed Bradley by only 
4% of the votes. In the other Senate seat, Paul Hodes 
won against incumbent Charlie Bass with 53% of votes. 
The winner for State Senate seat was Democrat Joe 
Foster. In two year, in 2008, President Bush will end 
his Presidential term and a new President will be 
elected. 
 

Warriors, Into  

The Wild  
 

Reviewed by: Shannon Sawyer 

 

For generations, four clans of wild cats 

have shared the forest according to the laws laid 

down by their warrior ancestors. But the 

ThunderClan cats are in grave danger, and the 

sinister ShadowClan grows stronger every day. 

Nobel warriors are dyingðand some deaths are 

more mysterious than others. 

 

In the midst of this turmoil appears an 

ordinary house cat named Rustyé who may turn 

out to be the bravest warrior of them all. 

 
ñAction-packed adventure. Certain to please any reader 

who has ever wondered what dreams of grandeur may 

haunt the family cat.ò --- Publishers Weekly 

 
ñA suspenseful animal adventure that will leave 

readers eyeing Puss a bit nervously.ò 

--- Kirkus Reviews 

 

 This series is now a national bestseller! 

The first part of the series, books 1-6 follows a 

kittypet (housecat) named Rusty through betrayal, 

deceit, and murder. While Warriors The New 

Prophecy follows many different cats through 

adventures that take the cats far away from their 

home. This series makes Warriors lovers 

(including myself) begging for more! 

 

The Veteranõs Day Parade 
 By Connor Vigeant, Raju Bhupatiraju, Aaron Wan 

 

          In honor of Veteranôs Day, the middle 

school and high school band members of Nashua 

flooded and dominated the streets. Starting from 

Holman Stadium, the bands marched all through 

downtown to Elm Street Middle School.  

The students marched high and proud, 

while the local townsfolk watched and heard our 

heavenly music. While the color guard spun their 

green and white flags, the band played the 

Marineôs Hymn, and Anchors Aweigh.  The FMS 

Band marched up Main Street with the sun shining 

in their faces.  The high school bands had mascots 

marching with them.  We all had a lot of fun. 

   

  ñI think we practiced very hard, and we deserve a 
pat on the back.ò    -Connor  

 
ñMr. Souza was a great parade directorò-Raju 

 

The Hobbit 
Reviewed by: Nik Williams  

and Bobby Glossop 
 

The Hobbit is a story about a hobbit (a small 

man or woman who hate shoes and have has feet, they 

love food and have 7 meals a day) named Bilbo 

Baggins. One day, he was visited by a wizard named 

Gandalf. Gandalf was leading an expedition of thirteen 

dwarves to take back the mountain that the dragon, 

Smaug, took over hundreds of years ago. They were 

looking for a fourteenth member for the sake of luck. 

The fact that they needed a burglar also played no 

small part in their need to enlist them. 
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The day after he was visited, the whole 

expedition arrived at Bilboôs doorstep and invited them 

selves in. They stayed up all night eating all of his food 

and drinking all of his beer, wine, etc. After getting 

Bilbo thoroughly angry, they offered him part of the 

substantial spoils. So, having gained his reluctant 

employment, headed off for the mountain. 

 

Mdv Xd`qr Qdrnktshnmrè 

Does Anyone Follow Them?? 

: Fun New Years Resolutions 

XntôkkWant to Follow  

 
By Andrea Lerude and Jessica Williams  

 
 I mean, come on guys, be honest. 
Who really makes New Years Resolutions, 
and follows them?? Everyone knows the 
normal new years resolutions for kids and 
parents are, be more responsible, eat more 
vegetables, lose weight, be nicer to my 
family, etc.  But who really wants to do 
those?? Here are 21 fun  new yearsô 
resolutions you and your friends can follow.  
See how many you do in the next year!  

1. I will wear swim fins to the mall and act like 

everything's perfectly normal.  

2. I will attempt to play an accordion while 
standing on one foot.  

3. I wil l hand out large quantities of bubble gum 

to several of my friends and challenge them to 
a bubble -blowing contest.  

4. I will spin in circles until I fall down.  

5. I will jump rope with my younger sibs (or 

with a little kid from my neighborhood).  

6. I will spend an afternoon in the children's 

department of my local library reading books I 
loved as a kid.  

7. I will watch a cartoon show that used to be 
my absolute favorite.  

8. I will show up at a party with a gallon of ice 

cream, whipped cream, chocolate syrup  and 

sprinkles, and announce, "Sundaes for 
everybody!"  

9. I will sing in the shower.  

10. I will quack like a duck at least three 
different times during a day of my choice.  

11. I will spend one Saturday morning playing 
at my old elementary school playground . 

12. I will look in a mirror and make goofy faces 

until my face hurts from laughing at myself.  

13. I will buy a 1,000 -piece puzzle, remove one 

piece and give the puzzle to someone who 

absolutely loves puzzles (and hates missing 

pieces). I will later 'fess  upðand give them the 

missing piece.  

14. I will spend an afternoon with a friend 
making snow angels (or sand angels).  

15. I will carry an opened umbrella on a very 
sunny day.  

16. I will go to McDonald's with my friends and 
talk everybody into ordering Happ y Meals.  

17. I will wear socks that don't match.  

18. I will do somersaults down the biggest hill I 

can find.  

19. I will belt out opera tunes between classes, 

and when someone asks me what I'm doing, I'll 

say: "Rehearsing, what does it sound like I'm 
doing? " 

20. I will purchase 10 decks of cards for the 

sole purpose of making the world's largest card 
castle.  

21. I will smile for no real good reason at all ð
except that it just makes me feel good.  

 
 




