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Summary

“The Sun also Rises” is a story about a motley group of American expatriates living in Europe with a partying lifestyle. They are members of the “Lost Generation”, and lack goals and values because of the post World War I era. The group spends the entirety of the novel traveling to bars, clubs, and festivals between France and Spain. The conflict generally surrounds the relentless heartbreaker, Lady Brett Ashley.

Characters

Jake Barnes- Narrator. In love with Brett. War veteran, passive by nature. 

Lady Brett Ashley- Promiscuous young woman, lives an empty lifestyle of breaking hearts, currently married. Drinks heavily. Selfish. 

Robert Cohn- In love with Brett. Jewish, insecure. Constantly made fun of by friends who are WWI veterans. Sensitive, romantic. 

Mike Campbell- Brett’s current fiancée. Alcoholic, bothered by Brett’s promiscuity. War veteran. 

Bill Gorton- Jake’s best friend and confidant. War veteran. Constantly jokes around.

Pedro Romero- Young matador Brett falls in love with in Pamplona. She ends up leaving him so as to not ruin his career. 

Themes

The ‘Lost Generation’: The way that members of the lost generation live is through instant gratification. Every problem or complication that occurs is surrounded by lack of values and goals. During this time, it seems like none of the characters know what they want, and are frozen in a vacuous lifestyle. These characters broken by the war no longer believe in anything, and resort to empty and unfulfilling activities.

Sex: Sex is damaging and destructive in this novel, and is the source of many problems. Sex is what keeps Jake and Brett from being together, as well as what causes Cohn to snap and attack Mike, Jake, and Romero. Brett’s sexual promiscuity causes much anguish to the men who love her, and these men are unable to deal with their problems. 

Male Insecurity: The war changed what it means to be a man, and all of the veterans in this story are suffering in its wake. Jake’s injury eats at him because of Brett’s refusal to enter a relationship with him, and increases his insecurity. The war resulted in him losing masculinity rather than gaining it. The veterans shun any behavior that isn’t manly, such as behavior from Cohn. All of the men involved with Brett feel inadequate compared to other men, and they all try to act more masculine to obtain her affection. 

Nature: All of the conflict that occurs in the story surrounds the cities swarming with humans, with no touch of natural innocence. It seems that every metropolitan area that the group visits, Brett is breaking more hearts. Nature is a refuge of this When Jake and Bill visit the Irati River in Spain, they spend a week there fishing, drinking wine, and enjoying life. Their visit is a vacation from a vacation, and is the only time they are happy and refreshed.  

Prompts

· Before the book begins, a quote from Gertrude Stein is printed. “You are all but a lost generation.” What does this mean, and why is it a part of the novel?

· “The Sun also Rises” is an epistolary novel. What is the significance of the various letters and telegrams that appear throughout the book?

· Brett tells Jake multiple times that she is miserable. Why does she do this and what does this tell us about her character?
